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the cradle of the Druse cult in Syria. It is quite possible
that the inhabitants were already indoctrinated with the
peculiar vagaries of the Isma'illyeh, which were wide-spread*
This would account for their readiness to swallow the latest
developments. The Druses, however, who acknowledge
no name but that of Unitarians, execrate the memory of
Darazi as heartily as they revere the name of Hamzehj,
another missionary of the Isma'iifyeh, who became influ-
ential with El-H&kim, and whom they claim to be the
author of most of the one hundred and eleven treatises con-
tained in the six volumes that enshrine their secret doc-
trines. There are about one hundred and fifty thousand
Druses to-day, mostly grouped in the southern part of the
Lebanon, and also in the Haur&n, where they are in fre-
quent feud with the Arab tribes and in frequent revolt
against the Turkish authorities. A recent rebellion was
"crushed" in the spring of 1911.
The Nuseiriyeh in the mountains north of the Lebanon,
though strongly impregnated with the doctrine of the Is-
ma'iltyeh, claim to believe in the twelve imams of the main
body of the Shi'ahs. According to some estimates they
outnumber the Druses; other guesses would make them a
smaller body. Members of all these secret religions claim
to be Moslems when it suits their convenience, and repu-
diate this allegiance with equal ease. In this they are fol-
lowing a tenet of conformity shared by all Shi'ahs and ex-
plicitly emphasized by the Ismailian teaching.
We have now accounted for the origin of the main cults
to-day found in Syria and Palestine. The Samaritans, in-
deed, probably represent a longer unbroken religious tradi-
tion, still followed at the centre of worship, than does any
other cult, but they are now reduced to a mere handful—a
hundred plus or minus. The Beh&is, or Babis, represent
the very last schism of the oft-split Shi'ahs. 'Abb&s Effendi,
their head, now dwells at Acre with a few Persian followers.
But the Beh&is have never sought to extend their cult by
propaganda in Syria, which they entered merely as exiles.
The main body of Behftis is still in Persia, where the B§b,

